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of this Hemisphere should fail to meet 1 heir commitments agai ^ 
outside Communist penetration — then J want it tlc.u l> mulct sUxfY 
that this Government will not hesitate in meeting its primary ol '» ' 
gations which arc to the security of our Nation! 

Having uttered this obscure but emphaiic warning. he weni 
to define the lesson of the episode. Communism, he said, ' is h^U) 
less interested in aims as the means of direct aggression than Ai* 
the shield behind which subversion, infiltration, and a host ot 01! +h 
tactics steadily advance, picking otf vulnerable areas one by 
in situations which do not permit our own armed inON ventim / 
This "new and deeper struggle. Kennedy said, was taking pi.* 
every day, without fanfare, in \illages and markets and ilassiouu^ 
all over the globe. It called for new c oncepts, new tools, a \v H/ 
sense of urgency. “Too long we have fixed our eyes on tradition 
military needs, on armies prepared to cross borders, on missile 
poised for flight. Now it should be clear that this is no loupe ft- 
enough — that our security may be lost piece by piece, country tuy 
country, without the firing of a single missile or the crossing; oi Cu 
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r tactics anu our msiuuiiuiiD uctv* m um '-"•■ri- 
ver quire clear what this last phrase meant, unless 
: 1 A and the Joint Chiefs; but; once a f&ifi ohscuV^ 

u 1 V - . r ’prninlv iHr* Orrakitth 



single border." 

He concluded: “We intend to reexamine and icorient, our ioi £5 
of all kinds — our tactics and our institutions here iti this coin- 
munity." I was nev< 
it referred to the CIA 
probably helped the 
reestablished him in 
reckless action. 

The next step was to 
attack. The Republicans, 
own role in conceiving t lie operation; but Kennedy took ho chaiit C * 

Later that day he called ; " : - 1 1 ~' u r ‘ ,! " 

was to “find a proper 
weekend he had talked 
Barry Goldwater. Harry S. Truman, b< 
only the attention of the Vice-President. 
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his age had disqualified him from consideration as Secretary of 
State. He had spent much of his life in dealing with the Russians 
— ever since he had bargained with Trotsky over mining concessions 
in the twenties. During the Second World War he had worked with 
Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin and attended nearly all the war- 
time conferences. He had served as ambassador to Moscow and 
London. He had run the Marshall Plan in Europe and had been 
Truman's national security adviser during the Korean War. In all 
these years he had not succ umbed to illusions either about commu- 
nism or about the anti-communist crusade. 

His world trip had shown him the brilliance of the hopes excited 
by the new President. Convinced that America had not had such 
potentialities of world influence since the days of F.D.R., he 
bounded back to Washington filled with energy, purpose and ideas, 
looking years younger than he had in his last melancholy days as a 
New York politician. I remember his coming shortly after his 
return to a farewell dinner I gave for Ken Galbraith, who was abom 
to depart on his new assignment as Ambassador to India. Harriman 
in the highest of spirits, talked everyone down, especially' the gue i 
of honor; this last, of course, was no inconsiderable feat. When 
Harriman reported to the White House, he delighted KcnnetK 
who had known him in his political rather than his diplomatic 
with his freedom and vigor of mind in foreign matters, his realist! 
of judgment and his unconcealed contempt for received opinion 

mnri i ■/ 1 fVmf Washington ought to take a new lorn . ^ 
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resolution everywhere, transformed the corps of American milii 
advisers in Laos, who up to this point had wandered abom vV) 
civilian clothes, into a Military Assistance and Advisory Group. 0*' — 

.1 • . 1 . _ /tn nnirnrrnc ranrl armniDflllV the i 



thorizing them to put on uniforms and accompany the La-o+Kh 
troops. Later that day, when Nixon saw the President and 
an invasion of Cuba, he also urged 








mm* ' 



s ^i*ts Um$ i 

W 

JU ^OiiirM 

»'"M .., Nil 

• I 

t/ai4u- H&f 



*? ^»W WBW |Sli<P 1 M 3P$RIM9*S!**R*« 



LEGACY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA >37 

prUnr ' to Laos. According to Nixon’s recollection, Kenned* ic- 
pUtd 1 just don’t think we ought to get involved in L,to>. | 

w here \vc might find ourselves fighting million ■* of Chin >e 
\Yv+i{S ,n the jungles. In any event, 1 don’t see how v.e ..r, iim 1 •• 
Mm * n ^ aos * Which is 5000 miles away, if we don't m k: .1 
ViP^V hi Cuba, which is only tjo miles away.” * 

Oh V pril 24 die Russians finally agreed on the cen *< hr ipm :d 
flu# .ere perhaps impressed by the introduction ol M v V. ■ l 
-htedJy swayed by 1 lie intervention of Nrlitu (11 ! * ’ ♦ • 

had been skeptical about the Ann*: Iran deMP i* • • u 
ytalrf ion .until Galbraith assured, him 1! 1 Vim a-u.- 1 - m . - 
men and did not set military value on the i m>. ‘who d< 
HfT rheve in getting killed like the civilized races. ) i L nevi 
** 1 - Laotian government gratefully accepted the call, v » 1; 

:lia » still on his travels, and even Souplianouvoug !’>• Iigiu 
di(\ not cease; and, according to reports reaching Wadiiugimi 
irr\ uesday, Apiil 26, the l*a the t Lao were attacking 11. • • c 

if* to 0 * errun the country before the cease-fire c 
Qf\ T nrsday the National Security Council held 
^USif % Walt Rosiow has told me that it was tlu worst 

La «. 0 M 1 . ^ < ft .1 - ft La am ft ft » /*. 1/ AM '1 / I n I 1 m 1 I im t n i • 



could take elkvt 
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e entire Kennedy admini ; rathe 
mpported by Haniman w 1 • v ^ 
still iirgeri a limited ■ < :. nni 
ekong valley. Rut the Joint 
rs , declined to guaiamet th 
with the 60,000 men the\ h.«< : 
e participants in the ukedrig 
e Chiefs weie trying in .0 
< ihhsou 
to 



that Vice-President 
views in writing in -ede 



, it is said, later lcuord 



ir Chiefs of Staff am! fume 
is time that a group of turri: 
withe President, introdu m-.i » 
Has anyone asked yom i/h 

satisfactory in explaining the 
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;rr;°o nlmhis destiny. One could only speculate alxxn 
th« fatalism- the days of danger, the months of sick- 
',hc filing that life was short, the cool but tormented sense «» 
importunities and frustrations of the mOTt/he rep.W*^ 

•/rrriaTh.rnwre 1 '^ 'The shadow »” 

r„co tetnaeWs: bo. he said 

Z hltT-" "c -fht t„d of . job, .don't J 
Pigs he said, 1 ° { om now . M Nor could athirwC 

T am croinff to be here tour >eari» num -J f 

interest him much in details of personal 

g oi„ E ,0 Will me." hewou^.^ b ,^kt¥ 
he left on his trip to Mexico m June .9^, J° & ^ ^ • 

a CIA without a second ^ h «,H' i 
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non, H I a kh Harvard about the transfer U 
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